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Fulfilling the Vision

We are well into the Capital Campaign with the purpose of raising $2.5
million. You may ask, “What is the intended use of these funds”? The plan
for this funding is to reduce debt and repair existing facilities:

1.5 million — Reduction of debt on the Christian Life Center

) & Annex Property
"Ip_ ,‘@',# In the last two years, we have reduced the debt on the Christian Life Center by

”ling th"-’q more than $800,000, and retired the debts on both parsonages and the boiler. Our pres-
3 ent debt load included $2,693,536 for the most recent construction of the CLC and

$760,000 for the purchase of the Annex property. The “Fulfilling the Vision” Campaign will allow the church to manage its

budget responsibly, assuring an appropriate percentage of the operating budget remains allocated for daily ministries.

$300.000 — Roof Replacement

The sanctuary roof is original to the building, so it is now 47 years old. It is a manufactured “slate tile” roof. There have
been numerous repairs to the problem areas, but it still requires attention.

The roof over the remainder of the building is a composition shingle roof that was installed around 1966. It is 42 years
old and has exceeded its life span. Shingles are coming loose and sliding out.

$300.000 — 1st Phase of an HVAC Refurbishment and Mechanical Equipment

The sanctuary A/C system was installed in 1958, making it 50 years old. The sanctuary boiler is original to the building
in 1951. The two heaters in the Gordan Gay portion of the building were new to the building in 1947. Cooling coils were
added approximately 30 years ago, but the ducts were not sized for cooling and therefore undersized for air-conditioning.
The boiler for these two units has been replaced within the last five years. The offices are served by a heat pump that is over
20 years old. The fellowship hall and the newest classroom portions of the building are served by chiller, boiler, air-handlers,
and piping. Additionally, the system is a two pipe system which means that we only have either heating or cooling and it
takes 24-hours to switch between the two.

$100.000 — Install an Elevator in the Main Building

This will make accessible all 11,400 square feet of space on the second floor and 4,600 square feet on the third floor.

150.000 — Upgrade restrooms

Modernize restrooms, including availability to hot water

100,000 — Provide Pavers and Landscaping for Lodge Street Pedestrian Mall
This will improve pedestrian safety on Lodge Street and further facilitate the creation of an A&M UMC Campus.

In order to fulfill the vision of A&M UMC to be a church that makes a transforming difference in the lives of our mem-

bers, community and the world, it is necessary to address these significant maintenance issues, improve accessibility for a
more inviting facility and reduce debt.

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you

will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Colossians 3:23-24
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“Mom'’s in the kitchen reminding herself
that I'm a blessing from above.”

Artistic Adventures
Goes on the Road!

Our children’s choir, Artistic Adventures, recently vis-
ited Potbelly’s after choir practice. It was a great adven-
ture!

And speaking of adventures, they
are planning a real adventure to
Austin on Saturday, May 31. They
will be singing in a nursing home and :
in the Rotunda of the Texas State Capitol. Other activities
will include lunch at Chuy’s, dinner at Spaghetti
Warehouse, golf and snow cones at Peter Pan Miniature
Golf, and a tour of the Capitol buildings and grounds.

The cost of the trip is $40 for children under 12 and
$35 for adults. Come join us on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.
if you’re interested in singing with us.

Portable Medical Clinic On Its
Way to Brownsvnle

We hope you got a
chance to wvisit the
portable medical clinic
on April 13 during the
open house. It is now on
PR its way to  the

%4 Brownsville, Texas area.
Thank you to everyone
who helped make this
project a success.

Food Drive for the Brazos
Church Pantry

We will begin a food drive on May 4 and continue
through the month of June to help replenish the shelves at the
Brazos Church Pantry. You may pick up a grocery bag this
Sunday with a list of suggested items to buy.

The Church Pantry is a cooperative effort of about 25
member churches and seeks to provide food assistance to
those in need in our community. Last year the Pantry provid-
ed food for over 10,000 people. It is an all-volunteer run
organization with almost no overhead costs.

If you would like to volunteer at the Pantry, call 822-
2660.



Kip’s Korner

|| by Kip Gilts
Fulfilling The Vision

“I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you
through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a spir-
it of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.”
—2 Timothy 1:6-7

This past Sunday I had the opportunity to preach on this fantastic greeting
from a man bound in prison toward the end of his life to a young protegé pastor-
ing the church in Ephesus that Paul loved so deeply. It was the passing of the
torch of ministry. We have had so many wonderful torch bearers who continue
to bear witness to the faith. Just look at our honorary chairpersons for Fulfilling
the Vision: Bob Cochran, Annie & Nelson Durst, Marie & Benton Storey, Bobbie
Sue & Cleve Walkup, Violet & Bob Waters. Each of these leaders has touched so
many lives through this congregation. Before them other generations of torch-
bearers witnessed this faith: Fred Brison, Margaret & Earl Rudder, Polly & Jack
Kent, Dean Edwin J. Kyle. I like how Eugene Peterson put that phrase in verse
six in his paraphrase, The Message, “And the special gift of ministry you
received...keep that ablaze!”

That one verse reminded me of a scene from The Rookie, a movie about Jim
Morris from Big Lake, Texas who went back to pro baseball at the age of 35 to
pursue his dream of being a Major League baseball player. In the movie, Morris
is tired and concerned about bills back home while he paid his dues in the minor
leagues. He is on the phone to his wife ready to quit and come home to return to
teaching when his wife asked him that one question that turned everything
around, “Do you still love it?” After hanging up the phone he wandered out to
the lights of a Little League ballpark and watched the kids play the game with
pure delight. He smiled. The next day he walked into the clubhouse not as an
old man on a young team, but as a kid with a grin that would not go away. He
went up to one of the young players and said, “Do you know what we get to do
today, Brooks? We get to play baseball.”

I think of that scene a lot. In fact, I bought the entire movie for that one
scene. It is easy to get bogged down with the details of life. I can stress out over
campaigns and leaks and libraries. I can forget the joy I felt when Bob Parrot
called me and invited me to pastor my very first church in San Leon, Texas in
1986. When I stood in the pulpit shaking with the nerves of a rookie before those
25 people, I was filled with joy. I was doing what God called me to do. Do you
know what I get to do today? I get to pastor a great church. Do I still love it?
You bet I do.

Guess what we get to do today? We get to be the church, more specifically
A&M United Methodist Church. Do you still love it? Keep that ablaze! Let us
move forward in faith as today’s torch bearers in Fulfilling the Vision.

Sipzerely,
%
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Ready to Implement Your Spiritual Gifts?
Check out our Every Member In Ministry at www.am-umc.org. There you will
find a complete listing of opportunities to serve at A&M United Methodist Church.
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Prayer Corner

Prayers of Healing for Mary Beth
Dietz, Jean Gresham, Teddy Hirsch,
Makena Miller, Jim Smith (son of
Lawrence and Mary Margaret Smith),
and Isaac & Andrew Starns, twin sons
of Heath and Ashley Starns.

Prayers of Thanksgiving for the
birth of Lillian Marie Stover on April
16. She is the daughter of Rick and
Lindsay Stover of San Antonio, and the
granddaughter of Stan and Beckie
Stover. Also for the birth of Cade
Locklear, son of Chance and Alyssa
Locklear born on April 23.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: M. R.
Calliham, Tom  Gilbreath, Tom
Sessums, and Joe Wallace.

Please, always keep our troops
around the world and their families in
your prayers.

Sunday Morning Bible
Study, May 11 & 18

The Diane Welch Memorial Bible
Study will be May 11 & 18 during the
Sunday  school hour. Laurinda
Kwiatkowski will teach the first two
chapters of James on May 11 and Mike
Workman will teach the last three chap-
ters on May 18.

This Memorial Bible study is spon-
sored by the Lost and Found Sunday
School class in memory of Diane
Welch, one of their long time members.
All adult Sunday school classes are
invited, as well as anyone who does not
attend a class at this time. Meeting
place TBA.




Weekday School Hires New
Director

Meet Kisha Lee, formerly of Washington D.C. where
she was raised and lived until last summer. Her husband,
Michael, was transferred to College Station by the USDA
as the new Area IT Specialist for the Southern Plains Area.

Kisha received her Bachelor’s degree in Early
Childhood Education from the University of Maryland
and will receive her Master’s in Education there this May.
She has previously worked as a certified teacher for a pub-
lic school system in Maryland, as well as providing childcare as a licensed
provider when her own children were small while owning her own small group
preschool.

She and Michael have five children ranging in age from 18 to 2-years-old,
as well as a chocolate Lab named Chippy!

Stop in at the Weekday School and give her a warm, Aggieland welcome!

Tracy Knighton, the former director, has taken a break from childcare to pur-
sue another career. She and her family remain dedicated members of A&M UMC
so when you see her, be sure to wish her well in her new job.

Kisha Lee
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New Members!

~ \aY
Nou \—"\‘s F
DBoas\ke"ba\\'

Our gym is now available for open
court basketball on Monday evenings
from 7:00 to 9:00. All ages are invited.

For more information contact Rev.
Laurinda Kwiatkowski at 846-8731 or
laurinda@am-umc.org.

Megan Croes and Melody
3103 Hummingbird Circle
Bryan, TX 77807

Also joining last Sunday were
Karla Smith and Abe Robinson.
Karla lives at 3923 Old Oaks, Apt. 2,
Bryan, TX 77802. Their photos were
not available.

Dessert
' Theater
"1 This Friday

517:00 p.m.
Great Hall

Elijah Partner
Banquet

This Sunday
6:00 p.m.
Great Hall

The Wesleyans, our university
choir, will present Broadway Night this
Friday, May 2.

Dessert and coffee will be served.

Vacation Bible School

VBS is June 23-27 this year.
Volunteers are greatly needed and
appreciated! Training will be this
Saturday, May 3, at 9:00 a.m. The VBS
training will be followed by the
required Safe Sanctuary training at
10:15 for those who haven't had it with-
in the last two years.

For more information on VBS
2008, please contact Jennifer Fox at
either jennifer.fox93@verizon.net or
255-6694.

Registration forms for children are
located on the Information Table
Sunday morning, or on-line at
WWW.am-umc.org.

MusicMakers 2008

Our Music Makers ‘08 camp is
July 7-11, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. We
need 30 adults to help with snacks,
music, drama, set building, and chaper-
oning the playday. Please email Sterling
Allen, sterling-allen@am-umc.org to
sign up to help with Music Makers “08.
The Safe Sanctuary training for VBS
volunteers will also apply to
MusicMakers, if you are not a VBS vol-
unteer then you will need to take the
training on May 3 if you have not had it
within the last two years. Registration
forms for children are on the table in the
new Welcome Center and on-line at
WWW.am-umc.org.

District Camp
Last Sunday, April 27, was the

deadline for early registration. If you
missed it, you have until June 8 to reg-
ister. The cost for late registration for
4th—7th graders is $180; for 8th—12th it
is $235 per camper.

Camp information and registration
forms are on the Information Table in
the new Welcome Center and on-line at
WWW.am-umc.org.







