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FquiIIing the Vision

Why another campaign?
. This Sunday, April 6, 2008, our church will kick-
, off a new capital campaign. You may ask, “We just
' completed a Stewardship Campaign, why are we
W, starting another financial campaign?” The
g answer is that the Stewardship Campa1gn is an
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% of proportional giving and tithing which sup-
ports the operational budget of A&M UMC.
A Capital Campaign is usually less frequent
& and promotes giving above and beyond in a sac-
49 rificial way for the immediate needs of the church
< ¥ (lowering debt, improving existing facilities and
growing ministries).

There will be much more information to come in the weeks ahead regard-
ing the Fulfilling the Vision initiative, beginning with the Advance Leadership
Receptions.

Each family in the church is invited to attend one of these receptions to
become well informed about the purpose and intent of this new campaign. There
are two receptions remaining. They are:

April 6, 4:00 p.m. at The Parrs, 1602 Frost Dr., 693-3872
April 7, 6:30 p.m. at The Arnolds, 3502 Carter Creek Pkwy., 846-3226

To make a reservation for one of these receptions or for further questions,
please email Leah Tindall at Ibt@aggienetwork.com, or call the church office at
846-8731.

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you has a part in it.
1 Corinthians 12:27

This Sunday, April 6th, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Great Hall
Prepared by the Men’s Prayer Breakfast Crew
Enjoy a free meal and learn more about the college ministry’s
upcoming trip to Juarez, Mexico in May.

Donations will be gladly accepted!
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April 4, 2008

Prayer Partners for
College Missionaries

The annual college ministries mis-
sion trip to Mexico will be May 14-20.
Would you consider being a prayer part-
ner for one of the missionaries? You
will be as blessed by your service as
your missionary will be by your cards,
notes, letters, and prayers. You will be
matched with a specific missionary and
will get to meet your missionary prior to
the trip, plus you will receive that mis-
sionary’s info sheet, the trip itinerary,
and detailed instructions. During the
trip you can receive email updates.

What being a prayer partner
entails:

* Praying for your missionary from
now through the trip.

* Preparing seven quart size
ziplock bags (one for each day of the
trip) with a card/letter/note inside that
offers greeting, encouragement, prayer,
etc. for the missionary for that day.
These baggies will be labeled for each
day and the missionary will receive a
bag each morning before their day
begins. The trip itinerary and your mis-
sionary’s info sheet make it easier to
write the notes/letters for each day. A
small item such as hand lotion, book-
mark, snacks, etc. that fits into the bag
can be included.

A couple of times for meeting your
missionary will be scheduled, although
you will get their email address and can
arrange for meeting them at any time.

You may sign up to be a prayer
partner by writing it on your attendance
pad Sunday morning or by contacting
Kathy Kothmann at 229-1085 or
skwk4 1 (@verizon.net.

Would you like to be one of

the missionaries?

All adults and college students are
welcome. The total cost is $200, schol-
arships available. Contact Katy-Marie
Lyles for details, 846-8731 or
katy-marie@am-umc.org.
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Children’s Easter
Celebration on
Holy Saturday

Summer Mission Trips
for Youth

Sr. High
June 15-21, registration is due April 13.

Jr. High
July 21-25, registration due April 9.

Adults needed!

More adult counselors are needed for both Jr. and Sr.
High trips. Check the youth website for registration forms,
www.am-umc.org/youth. If you have any questions please
contact Clay Horton at clay-horton@am-umc.org or 846-
8731.

Pictorial Directories Are In!

If you didn’t pick up your new directory last Sunday, be
sure to stop by the construction area and get it this Sunday!
Bev Arnold will be just outside the Sanctuary again this
Sunday to hand out directories to those who had their picture
taken.

Called Church Conference
Sunday, April 20, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.

Room 211 of the Christian Life Center
Conference is to elect church leadersfor 2008-09.




Kip’s Korner

| by Kip Gilts
| Fulfilling The Vision

“The king said to me, “What is it you want?”” Then I prayed
to the God of heaven, and I answered the king, “If it pleases the
king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in
Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it.” Nehemiah 2:4-5

The Book of Nehemiah is a fascinating book. Years earlier Ezra had led a
group of exiles back into Jerusalem. They had rebuilt the Temple which was
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar decades earlier. There was much rejoicing, but
something happened. After the Temple was rebuilt the gates and city walls were
left in shambles. When Nehemiah heard about the deplorable conditions of the
city of his ancestors he went into a depression that the king had never before seen
in his official. He asked Nehemiah how he could help and Nehemiah requested a
leave to tend to this project. So the next step was taken. I invite you to read the
book of Nehemiah and listen for its lessons for us today.

This Sunday we kick off a Capital Campaign entitled, “Fulfilling the Vision.”
I thought of Nehemiah when we began planning for this effort. We have taken
great strides to improve our facilities and reach out more effectively to our com-
munity. The Christian Life Center has hosted Nothing But Nets, MusicMakers,
the Valentine Banquet, in addition to growing ministries to youth, children, and
college students. It is a wonderful addition to our campus. The annex property
has been able to receive much attention in terms of improvements, but the space
itself has allowed us to move the 9:45 service to that sanctuary, renaming it to
“Ekklesia” (the Greek word for “church”). This move has resulted in the worship
attendance doubling in attendance.

There have been a lot of positive things going on with the ministries of A&M
UMC. The addition of Clay Horton as Director of Youth Ministries, Katy-Marie
Lyles as Director of College Ministries, and Sterling Allen as Director of Music
and Arts Ministries have benefited these ministries and this church tremendously.
New life is being breathed into so many avenues of ministry here.

Now walk with me into the Sanctuary. At first glance it looks awe inspiring.
Many people remember getting married here and having their children baptized
here (or being baptized as an adult or confirmand). Some remember how Christ
spoke to them right in that sanctuary. It is fifty years old this year and has been
an instrument through which God has touched thousands of lives. Now look up
in the north eastern area of this sanctuary. You will see water damage from a fifty
year old roof with multiple leaks. Go through the balcony into the music suite and
you will find water damage that wiped out a significant amount of sheet music.
Patches on patches no longer hold back the rain storms. There is a need for us to
fulfill the vision of effective, inviting ministries in facilities that continue to
inspire awe and eliminate the daily distractions that often prevent us from seeing
God active in our lives.

I invite you to join me in fulfilling the vision by attending one of the leader-
ship receptions (Sunday or Monday) and planning to be a part of our Leadership
Dinner on April 13th at 5:30 p.m. in the Great Hall. You may RSVP for the
dinner today at 846-8731.

Sincerely,

The Messenger is published every two weeks by A&M United Methodist Church, 417 University Dr., College Station, TX
77840, (979)846-8731, www.am-umc.org, Editor: Cindy Allen, cindyallen@am-umc.org, Webmaster: Vickey Tesh, vick-
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publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

Prayer Corner

Prayers of Healing for Lonnie
Lueck (Laurinda Kwiatkowski’s stepfa-
ther) and Makena Miller (Weekday
School student who fell into a fire last
weekend).

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: M. R.
Calliham, Tom Gilbreath, Tom
Sessums, and Joe Wallace.

Please, always keep our troops
around the world and their families in
your prayers.
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Memorial Gifts

The following gifts were received
in March:

In memory of Carl Henry by Jim
& Barbara Kirkland and Nancy
Schneider.

In memory of Bennie Zinn by
Jim & Barbara Kirkland and Nancy
Schneider.

If you would like to give a memori-
al gift to one of the ministries of A&M
UMC, please make your check out to
the church and enclose a note as to the
designation of the memorial. Please
include the name and address of family
members so that we can send a note to
the family.

Gifts may be mailed to A&M UMC,
417 University Drive, College Station,
TX 77840.




From Sterlings Desk

by Sterling Allen, Director of Music Ministries

ministry?

YES!

2008 is filled with exciting music
and worship at A&M UMC! We’ve
already experienced the wonderful
playing of the Coventry Bells during
Maundy Thursday, a beautiful choral
service of remembrance on Good
Friday, and triumphant Easter music
with a full symphony orchestra.

Without a moment of rest the
choirs of the church are busy preparing
the famous Chichester Psalms by
Leonard Bernstein for worship, revisit-
ing Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass for
Annual Conference, learning anthems
for the Festival of the Fourth, and our
tour to the UK! Will they ever get a
break? NO!!! Next season is just as full
of exciting music including Franz
Schubert’s Mass in G, John Rutter’s
Gloria, Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria,
Theodore Dubois’ Seven Last Words of
Christ, and the sacred music of jazz leg-
end Duke Ellington.

We hope you enjoy hearing our

Is there anything going on in the Music&Arts

music as much as we enjoy presenting it
to God. Please know that without your
constant support we would not be able
to offer this beautiful music in worship.
We need you, as a member of the con-
gregation, to support us by inviting your
friends to worship and telling everyone
you know about the music at your
church. I’'m sure you have noticed the
wonderful growth of all the music
ensembles this year, but that growth
will stop without your assistance.

Also, you may remember the list of
music ministry needs from the Advent
season. Well, I'm excited to share that
many groups have supported us by
offering gifts to purchase our much
needed equipment and fund scholar-
ships. We’re still struggling without
new, sturdy, handbell cases or cabinetry
for choral folders, but we know that in
due time we will see their purchase.

Thank you again for your support
of our ministry.

May the Lord bless and keep you.

in concert at A&M United Methodist Church

Saturday, April 19 at 7 pm

co-hosted by 5t, Luke’s UMC and A&M UMC

Mark your calendar for these musical events coming up!

e Stained Glass - AGO Organ Concert, April 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
* Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass at Annual Conference in Houston, May 26

¢ Festival of the Fourth, June 29 at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.

* MusicMakers 2008, The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit, July 13

Join a choir!

Adults: Chancel Choir, Grown-up Choir (over 55), Bell Choirs, Brass Choir

Children: Artistic Adventures

College: Wesleyan Choir, Bell Choirs, Brass Choir

Welcome New Members

Joey Dale
Jesse and Carson
1204 Goode St
College Station, TX 77840
696-5831

Katie O’Conner
P O Box 5586
College Station, TX 77844
281-386-0219

Jonathan Spencer
P O Box 3963
College Station, TX 77844
571-1384

Ashley Karlen
281-898-8502
akarlen@tamu.edu
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