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“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make
you fishers of men.” 

At once they left their nets and followed him. 

Matthew 4:19-20

As we near our half-way point for "On the Right Path," this year's stewardship effort for
A&M United Methodist Church, there are many members and friends to thank.  The list
below may not be totally complete, as each day, members continue to participate in this
effort that celebrates and equips the ministries of this great church. Thanks to each and

every one of you who has helped keep A&M UMC On the Right Path!
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Giving Like God Gives

As we enter our On the Right Path Stewardship Emphasis, we
are each being challenged to consider our giving to God
through the ministries of the church.  We are asking every
member of our church family to make a proportional financial
commitment for our church’s operating ministries for the
coming year.  God expects us to give according to what we
have (2 Corinthians 8:3, 12).  Giving is one of the ways we
respond to God’s blessings.  We give out of gratitude.  But how
much should we give?  Before you answer that question, have
you ever considered how God gives to us?

I. God Gives Lovingly
A. God is love, says 1 John 4:16, so it follows that God gives lovingly.
B. As the well-known verse reminds us:  For God so loved the world, that He gave His

only begotten Son (John 3:16).
C. Just as God has given good gifts to us, God desires us to give good gifts  lovingly to

others (Matthew 7:9-11).

II. God Gives Freely
A. God is love, says 1 John 4:16, so it follows that God gives freely.
B. The gifts of God are gifts indeed, granted freely and without strings attached.
C. Jesus instructed the twelve, Freely you have received, freely give (Matthew 10:8).  

His admonition holds for us as disciples today.

III. God Gives Constantly
A. The most familiar phrase in the Lord’s Prayer is a simple verse which says Give us this

day our daily bread (Matthew 6:11).  It is a reminder that God gives to us constantly,
an unceasing provider.

B. For the believer, giving is not just for special occasions.  It is a constant priority for
one who strives to give like God gives.

IV. God Gives Compassionately
A. Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus gave help and

healing to the poor, the diseased, and the needy.
B. God is pleased when we do what Jesus did, giving

compassionately to those who are less fortunate.  An
excellent example of this is recorded in Acts 10, in the
account of the Roman centurion, Cornelius.  The Bible
says that he gave generously to those in need and
prayed to God regularly.  In a vision from God, an
angel told him, Your prayers and gifts to the poor have
come up as a memorial offering to God (Acts 10:4).

Let us look to God’s example and follow it...

Get On the Right Path by giving like God gives.

While giving should be
done responsibly and
not blindly, it should be
a significant sacrifice
that results in a greater
faith in, and a closer
relationship with, God.

- Daniel Grooms
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